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At a news conference on Oct. 14 in San Jose, Costa Rica, contra leader Alfredo Cesar announced the
formation of the Democratic Center, described as a peaceful alternative to the contra effort. Cesar
stated that the Center would attempt to persuade other members of the Nicaraguan Resistance that
its military insurgency will not lead to peace. "The military fight is not viable. What is viable is the
political battle," said Cesar. Cesar, who was chief negotiator in peace talks with the Sandinistas and
a member of the umbrella organization's political directorate, said the new coalition was formed
because more rightist contra leaders failed to resolve the Nicaraguan conflict. The coalition is
comprised of the Nicaraguan Conservative Party, the Christian Democrat Party, the Social Democrat
Party, and the Nicaraguan Democratic Movement. Cesar said the coalition would present a peace
proposal within 30 days to the Nicaraguan government, other Central American governments
involved in a regional peace plan, and the US. (Basic data from UPI, AP, 10/15/88)
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